Essay: THIS IS TRUE—PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO READ IT AND PLEASE SEND THIS TO EVERY SINGLE PERSON YOU KNOW WHO HAS AN E-MAIL ADDRESS.... 

Have you ever received an e-mail message like that? Most people who use the Internet have. Chances are the message went on to tell you about an amazing deal. Maybe you could get a free trip to Disneyland, just by forwarding the message to everyone you know. Maybe the message warned you about a deadly computer virus—like "the death-ray" virus, which could cause your home computer to explode. Maybe it told a frightening story about the evil plans of terrorists or street gangs. 

Hundreds of such messages circulate on the Internet all the time. And almost all of them are false. They are hoaxes, started for the purpose of tricking people. One common kind of hoax is an "urban legend"—something that never happened but is widely believed. Internet hoaxes spread quickly because it's easy to forward e-mail messages to many people. One person starts the hoax in a message to ten people. Each of those people forwards it to ten more. By the time the message has been forwarded nine times that way, a billion e-mail messages have been sent! 

Many hoaxes are intended to be harmless pranks. But they still clog computer networks and interfere with regular e-mail. Some are designed to cheat people out of money. Some are meant to damage a person's or a company's reputation. And some, like false virus or terrorism warnings, cause a lot of unnecessary worry. 

How can you tell if an e-mail is a hoax? You can check out suspicious messages on several Web sites. Among them are the U.S. Department of Energy's Hoaxbusters site (hoaxbusters.ciac.org) and the Urban Legends site at About.com (urbanlegends.about.com). These sites track Internet hoaxes and chain letters. The Hoaxbusters site also has tips for detecting and dealing with false e-mails. 

If you get an e-mail relating information that's too good, too funny, too weird to be true, it is probably a hoax. Don't send the e-mail on. That's just what the hoaxer wants you to do! 

Vocabulary

	hoax
	An act meant to trick or fool others. "Hoax" comes from a phrase, "hocus-pocus," that was supposedly Latin but was just made up by someone. "Hocus-pocus" is a magician's trick or slight of hand. Hocus-pocus was shortened first to hocus and then to hoax


Activity

AFTER  you read this go to the US department of Energy’s Hoax Buster site (hoaxbusters.ciac.org) and the Urban Legends site at about.com (urbanlegends.about.com) to determine if this is a hoax

THE $250 COOKIE RECIPE 

Okay, everyone—a true story of justice in the good old U.S.A. I thought you might enjoy this; if nothing else, it shows Internet justice, if it can be called that. 

My daughter and I had just finished a salad at Neiman-Marcus Cafe in Dallas. We decided to have a small dessert. Because our family are such cookie lovers, we decided to try the "Neiman-Marcus Cookie." It was so excellent that I asked if they would give me the recipe, and they said with a small frown, "I'm afraid not." 

Well, I said, would you let me buy the recipe? With a cute smile, the waitress said, "Yes." I asked how much, and she responded, "Two fifty." I told her to add it to my tab, and she gave me a copy of the recipe. 

Thirty days later, I received my credit-card statement from Neiman-Marcus and it was for $285! I looked again and I remembered I had only spent $9.95 for two salads and about $20 for a scarf. As I glanced at the bottom of the statement, it said, "Cookie Recipe—$250." 

Boy, was I upset!! I called Neiman's accounting department and told them the young waitress said it was "two fifty" for the cookie recipe, and that I didn't realize she meant $250! I asked them to take back the recipe and reduce my bill. They said they were sorry, but the recipe was that expensive so not just anyone could duplicate it. They said the bill would stand. 

I waited, thinking of how I could get even or even try and get any of my money back. I just said, "Okay, you folks got my $250 and now I'm going to have $250 worth of fun." I told her that I was going to see to it that every cookie lover got a $250 cookie recipe from Neiman-Marcus for nothing. She replied, "I wish you wouldn't do that." I said, "I'm sorry but this is the only way I feel I can get even," and I will. 

So, here it is, and please pass it to someone else or run a few copies. I paid for it; now you can have it for free. 

(Recipe may be halved.):

2 cups butter 

2 tsp. baking soda

5 cups blended oatmeal (measure oatmeal and blend in a blender to a fine powder) 

2 cups brown sugar

1 8 oz. Hershey Bar (grated)

2 tsp. baking powder

2 tsp. vanilla

4 cups flour

2 cups sugar

24 oz. chocolate chips

1 tsp. salt

4 eggs

3 cups chopped nuts (your choice)

Cream the butter and both sugars. Add eggs and vanilla; mix together with flour, oatmeal, salt, baking powder, and soda. Add chocolate chips, Hershey Bar, and nuts. Roll into balls and place two inches apart on a cookie sheet. Bake for 10 minutes at 375 degrees. Makes 112 cookies. 

Have fun!!! This isn't a joke—this is a true story. That's it. Please, pass it along to everyone you know! 

